


"Countless different spirits lie conceiled 
in each giant block of marble. 
I like to be able to free them. "

Gianmarco Budri
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Budri Eyewear is a creative idea developed thanks 
to in-depth research which has made  possible to 
develope a specific production technology, capable 
of combining Budri’s excellent craftsmanship with 
the creativity of Valerio ComettiValerio Cometti, founder and 
creative director of V12 Design studio.

Valerio Cometti

V12 Design Studio - Milan.

Designing
Lightness

“Conceptually, the idea of taking such a solid, heavy, rigid material and making it plastic, 
lightweight and almost fluid, was for me simply irresistible from the outset” 
states Valerio ComettiValerio Cometti. 

“The extremely rigid nature of the material meant that the design stage required an incredibly 
high level of precision, far greater than ever seen before in the field of eyewear. The use 
of marble in this challenge turned our framework of reference upside down, forcing us 
to invent a new way of designing and producing eyewear. I believe this is the first step in a 
very long journey: we have only just begun to appreciate the potential of this material in 
the field of eyewear and we have scores of exciting ideas for the forthcoming collections”.

Valerio Cometti 
& Gianmarco Budri
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Amazing 
Nature

We select the finest marbles worldwide.
The painstaking selection of slabs of marble,

 onyx and semi-precious stones of outstanding quality 
endows Budri Eyewear collections with sublime 

aesthetic and interpretative qualities. 
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Extraordinary
Shades

The Budri Eyewear Genius collection is represented by an extraordinary variety 
of quarries, from Italy and all over the world. In spite of the different locations

of extraction, they all have one common characteristic: their uniqueness. 

There is no frame which is equal to another, thus becoming your personal, 
timeless and unrepeatable masterpiece. 

ROSA ALBA

This type of material has a distinctive 
appearance. The Italian material comes 
from Tuscany. It has a red background 
tending delicately towards rose, with 
white veins that recall a sunrise (“alba” 
means “dawn” in Italian). It is a refined 
stone, steeped in romance and poetry. In 
the past, in Renaissance times, it was used 
for the columns of four-poster beds 
and for the solid marble basins of court 
grandees’ dressing-rooms.

NERO PORTORO

Quarried in Italy, Nero Portoro marble 
is naturally elegant. The colour is deep 
black and bright with golden veins. In 
ancient times small blocks in the area 
of Portovenere, Italy were extracted. 
In Roman times, an extensive use of 
this marble was made in imperial villas 
and probably it was also used in the 
construction of the temple dedicated 
to Venus on the end of the Gulf of La 
Spezia. During the Renaissance there was 
a return to the use of marbles after the 
rediscovery of the classical taste.

AMAZONITE

It ranges from bright green to paler 
shades of turquoise with white, gold or 
grey featherlike portions. Amazonite is 
translucent or opaque.  Its name derives 
from the Amazon River in Brazil. This 
rare and extremely precious stone is also 
extracted from an amazing Amazonite 
cave situated in Patagonia. As a powerful 
talisman of healing and prosperity, this 
stone has been used in jewelry since 
ancient times.
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BLACKWOOD

Blackwood is a black stone extracted 
in Asia. This material presents a black  
background with a  geometric striped 
pattern varying from pale to dark grey. It 
is used in contemporary architecture due 
to its interesting appeal.

FOREST GREEN

Rain Forest Green   recalls the typical 
luxuriant, bright green colours of tropical 
forests. The material, obtained from the 
Udaipur quarry in India, features a range 
of stunning greens running from olive 
and forest green through to acid green, 
with pronounced brown veins covering 
the surface like tree roots or fossilised 
branches. Tactile and thrilling to the 
touch, this stone brings its wearer into 
contact with untamed nature. Nowadays 
this beautiful, elegant material is also 
widely used in contemporary architecture.

GRAND ANTIQUE

Of Belgian origin, this prestigious marble 
is black and white, its strong colours 
creating a sharp contrast found in no 
other marble in the normal shades. It is a 
tectonic Breccia, dating from the end of 
the Cretaceous 65 million years ago. The 
quarry was first worked in the Roman and 
then later in the Byzantine ages. Highly 
decorative, this marble has always been 
mainly used for columns, inlays, fireplaces 
and vases, tables, wall coverings and 
other architectural decorative features.

SARRANCOLIN   VERSAILLES

Sarrancolin Versailles, a luxury marble 
quarried near the towns of Sarrancolin, 
Ilhet and Beyrede-Jumet, high in the 
Pyrenees. This magnificent, elegant, 
prestigious stone has a cream-light brown-
grey background colour and dramatic 
brick red, ochre yellow and olive green 
veins. The dappling of the bright colours 
across the plain background resembles 
the effects seen in French Impressionist 
paintings. 

LAPIS LAZULI

It is one of the precious stones with 
the longest history as a highly prized 
material. Its history dates back to the 
V millennium and it was widely used for 
the creation of the exquisite jewellery 
found in the tombs of the Pharaohs in 
Egypt. It is obtained from deposits mainly 
in Afghanistan, China and Chile. It is also 
found is some effusions from volcanos in 
Italy’s Campania and Latium regions.

NERO MONTMARTRE

This precious black  marble  is extracted 
in China.
This extremely elegant, glossy material 
has a deep black background with a 
network of white and coral-red veins.
This stone was used for the construction 
of four massive columns in the Basilica of 
Sacre Coeur at Montmartre, on the hill 
above Paris, from which it takes its name. 
The quarry is now nearing exhaustion, 
making this material particularly sought-
after.
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BLUE JEANS

It is obtained from only one quarry 
in the world, in Turkey, now almost 
worked out. The part of the mountain 
still left today yields a material with a 
strong predominance of a sandy colour 
with white and cognac vein patterning. 
The isolated, increasingly rare oases 
of cloudy crystalline bright blue vary 
in shade from light blue to deep indigo, 
forming a watercolour picture in stunning 
hues.

ROSSO LEVANTO

It is a precious Italian variety of wine 
red marble quarried in the municipality of 
Levanto, after which it is named, and in 
nearby locations along the coast around 
La Spezia. This marble has been quarried 
since very ancient times; it was already 
one of the most important coloured 
marbles in use in Roman times and used in 
all historical periods.  Nowadays, Rosso 
Levanto marble is used for luxury indoor 
and outdoor floors, floor and wall 
coverings.

VERDE ALPI

It is the most famous northern Italian 
marble, quarried at Gressoney, in Val 
d’Aosta. Conveying an impression of 
elegance and strength, it has a dark green 
background with white and pale green 
veins. With its stunning beauty, Verde Alpi 
was used in the past, and is naturally still 
a favourite choice today, for luxurious 
floor coverings and columns in historic 
and prestigious buildings.
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“Detail is the quest for perfection 
and perfection is not a detail.”
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Marble
Reimagined

The original, daring idea of marble eyewear originated in August 2011. 
This project featured a new artistic concept in the use of marble, which 
appeared no longer as merely a cold, stiff, solid material but in a ductile, 
creatively malleable, light, sophisticated form. 

The challenge was even greater than those already faced in the design 
and jewellery sectors, because it required not just more stylistic research 
and innovation but the transformation of marble into an ultra-lightweight 
material, an exquisite fabric for application in the world of fashion and luxury, 
which would also meet all the technical requirements of the eyewear sector.
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Accustomed as we are to associating marble with weight and rigidity, 
the exquisitely crafted Budri glasses represent quite the opposite, the unimaginable.

Despite being extruded from a solid block, with both the exterior and interior of the 
front crafted in marble, thanks to ongoing investments in research and development of 

“lightweight” design, the glasses weighs a mere 38 grams. 

In addition, an innovative, patented Budri technology achieves the required flexibility 
in the crucial points of the frames.

The Budri Eyewear project has received numerous accolades, including a Horizon 2020 
prize from the European Community and the Index Design Award.

The Lightness 
of Weight
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C O L L E C T I O N

A tribute to lightness and a pioneering development in the use of marble: this rare, 
exquisite material becomes a wafer-thin surface, shaped by skilled craftsmanship 
and fine technologies to create a luxury eyewear collection.

The Budri Eyewear Genius Collection comprises five models whose names are a clear 
tribute to the art of Italian sculpture and its greatest exponents: Donatello, Bernini, 
Michelangelo, Canova and Palladio.

Proposed in twelve varieties of marble from the world’s finest quarries, including 
Amazonite from Patagonia, Portoro from the gulf of La Spezia and precious Lapis Lazuli 
from South Africa, the five shapes are available as sunglasses or prescriptives.
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PALLADIO MICHELANGELO CANOVA DONATELLO BERNINI
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GENIUS COLLECTION
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Bernini Optical - Nero Portoro
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The shape of the Bernini frame

 is a tribute to the extraordinary beauty 
of the Piazza San Pietro of Rome.

A round and sinuous shape, 
for a timeless luxury accessory.

Bernini Optical - Nero Portoro
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Bernini Optical - Grand Antique 

Bernini Sun - Grand Antique 
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Bernini Sun - Amazonite
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Bernini Sun - Lapis Lazuli
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GENIUS COLLECTION
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The Donatello frame is a tribute to the extraordinary ability of the italian genius sculptor, 
painter and architect Donatello. The shape of the frame is balanced and emotional at the 
same time, just like Donatello’s masterpieces.

Donatello Optical - Blackwood Marble
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Donatello Optical - Nero Montmartre
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“Honouring this material, loving its history and expanding its use, 
all the while respecting it, is part of my life’s work", states Gianmarco Budri.

Donatello Sun - Verde Alpi
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Donatello Sun - Verde Alpi 
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Donatello Nero Montmartre

Donatello Sun - Lapis Lazuli

The creation of this luxury accessory implies countless hours of work and passion, 
a team of geologists, engineers and, above all, the skilled hands of our craftsmen.
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Donatello Sun - Rosso Levanto

Donatello Optical - Rosso Levanto
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GENIUS COLLECTION
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Palladio Sun - Blackwood Marble

The shape of the Palladio frame is a tribute to the round and curvy beauty of the 
Rinascimental Loggiae in the Basilica Palladiana, made by the italian genius architect 
Andrea Palladio in Vicenza. 

Palladio Optical - Blackwood Marble
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Palladio Sun - Blackwood Marble
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Palladio Blackwood

Palladio Sun - Nero Montmartre

Palladio Optical - Nero Montmartre

58 59GENIUS collection



"Marble Eyewear is the toughest challenge ever faced in my 6o years of 
experience in working stone. 

In our world we are used to thinking in terms of tons, obtaining a weight 
of 38 grams is an extraordinary achievement", states Gianmarco Budri.

Palladio Sun - Forest Green
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Palladio Sun - Blue Jeans
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GENIUS COLLECTION
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Canova Sun - Blue Jeans The shape of the Canova frame is a tribute to the moving beauty 
of the “Amore e Psiche” (“Psyche Revived by Cupid’s Kiss”) sculpture by italian genius 
Antonio Canova. The “v” shape resembles the wings of Cupid.
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Canova Optical - Rosa AlbaCanova Sun - Rosa Alba
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Canova Sun - Nero Portoro
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GENIUS COLLECTION
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The Michelangelo frame is inspired by the strong, dinamic anatomic traits typical of 
Michelangelo’s style. Particularly, the superior part of the frame refers to the eyebrows 
arc of the iconic David di Michelangelo.

Michelangelo Sun - Lapis Lazuli
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Michelangelo Sun - Verde Alpi
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Michelangelo Sun - Rosso Levanto
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Michelangelo Sun - Blackwood Marble
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BUDRI MILAN 
SHOWROOM

Foro Buonaparte 60
20121 milano

Shop in 
Milan
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An homage to architecture and to art: 
Budri Eyewear presents the Intarsio Capsule Collection, 
designed by Valerio Cometti.

Following the original Genius Collection, Budri amazes once again with 
its Capsule Collection: “Intarsio”, that masterfully combines the beauty and 
exquisite quality of the finest marbles, with design and fashion, drawing on the 
harmony of architectural splendour.

The Intarsio Capsule Collection, featuring 9 new designs, looks to the world of 
architecture for inspiration; a new language created by richly significant patterns 
that bring artistic inlay to the world of eyewear for the first time.  

The collection evokes three eras of great artistic prestige: Baroque, Neoclassicism 
and Renaissance. The three shapes dedicated to Bernini, Canova and Donatello 
present inlays inspired by the opulent floors of these eras.
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Noble 
Shades BIANCO CARRARA

Carrara marble is famous all over the 
world for its intrinsic characteristics 
which allowed the creation of great 
works of art, historical monuments and 
buildings of great importance. Among 
the great Italian Masters fascinated 
by the beauty of stone, we must mention 
Michelangelo, who used to go to the 
Apuan Alps in Tuscany, to choose the best 
material to sculpt to reveal its beauty.

NERO PORTORO

Quarried in Italy, Nero Portoro marble 
is naturally elegant. The colour is deep 
black and bright with golden veins. In 
ancient times small blocks in the area 
of Portovenere, Italy were extracted. 
In Roman times, an extensive use of 
this marble was made in imperial villas 
and probably it was also used in the 
construction of the temple dedicated 
to Venus on the end of the Gulf of La 
Spezia. During the Renaissance there was 
a return to the use of marbles after the 
rediscovery of the classical taste.

GIALLO SIENA

Yellow Siena marble is one of the most 
beautiful and prestigious marbles that 
are extracted in Italy. It is characterized 
by a dark yellow background color and 
is heterogeneous due to the presence of 
veins with shades ranging from ivory white 
to light yellow up to a very intense ocher 
and reddish yellow, like the typical “Terra 
di Siena” color. It has been appreciated 
since ancient times and has always been 
used in coverings and in the creation of 
decorative objects, jewels and ancient 
architecture as well as for sumptuous 
floors and columns.

ROUGE du ROI

Rouge du Roi is a marble of Belgian 
origin, characterized by an intense lava 
red colour, a pattern of precious white 
veins and small round “nodes” which 
embellish this stone with a powerful 
colour. Some of the knots are real fossils 
of shells, molluscs or amonites. Rouge du 
Roi marble, used in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries to cover the palaces 
and villas of the high nobility, was much 
loved by Napoleon, who used this stone in 
his sumptuous palaces so much as to give 
his name to this material. Even today it is 
included in luxury architecture projects.
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ROSA ALBA

This type of material has a distinctive 
appearance. The Italian material comes 
from Tuscany. It has a red background 
tending delicately towards rose, with 
white veins that recall a sunrise (“alba” 
means “dawn” in Italian). It is a refined 
stone, steeped in romance and poetry. In 
the past, in Renaissance times, it was used 
for the columns of four-poster beds 
and for the solid marble basins of court 
grandees’ dressing-rooms.

SAHARA NOIR

Sahara Noir is a famous marble quarried in 
North Africa, Tunisia. It is characterized 
by its intense and luminous black. 
The cobweb veining of thin ocher yellow 
and white threads creates geometric 
effects in contrast with the intense black 
background.

VERDE ALPI

It is the most famous northern Italian 
marble, quarried at Gressoney, in Val 
d’Aosta. Conveying an impression of 
elegance and strength, it has a dark green 
background with white and pale green 
veins. With its stunning beauty, Verde Alpi 
was used in the past, and is naturally still 
a favourite choice today, for luxurious 
floor coverings and columns in historic 
and prestigious buildings.

ROSSO LEVANTO

It is a precious Italian variety of wine 
red marble quarried in the municipality of 
Levanto, after which it is named, and in 
nearby locations along the coast around 
La Spezia. This marble has been quarried 
since very ancient times; it was already 
one of the most important coloured 
marbles in use in Roman times and used in 
all historical periods.  Nowadays, Rosso 
Levanto marble is used for luxury indoor 
and outdoor floors, floor and wall 
coverings.

SUPER WHITE

Super White marble is an exceptional 
white marble from South America.
It is a brecciated and crystalline white 
marble, characterized by an opaque warm 
white and light dove gray background, 
with elegant dark gray veins that. 
Classy and with a strong connotation for 
both small and large surfaces, it stands 
out among the whites for its sinuous 
cloudiness.

CREMO IMPERO

Crema Imperiale marble, also known as 
Cremo Impero, is a deep cream-colored 
marble from Croatia. Characterized by a 
medium-fine grain, imperial cream marble 
has a splendid beige color but also has 
warmer shades tending towards a sand 
colour. Due to its homogeneity, it is 
particularly suitable as a contrasting 
stone with marbles with a strong grain.
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Neoclassicism
Three new proposals for women are inspired by the Canova model: 
“Aequilibrium” made of Bianco Carrara, Grigio Carnico and Rosa 
Alba marble, which features amazingly complex workmanship with 
diagonal lines that are echoed on the temples; the elegant “Ratio” 
in Grigio Carnico and Super White marble, and the sophisticated 
“Regem” in Bianco Carrara and Rouge Du Roi, a deep red marble 
particularly loved by Napoleon.
An emblem of Neoclassicism, these astonishing models echo 
the rational forms and stylistic sobriety of the era.

Canova  frame
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A E Q U I L I B R I U M
Inlaid frame in Bianco Carrara, Rosa Alba

and Grigio Carnico Marble.
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Canova  aequilibrium

Canova  aequilibrium
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R A T I O
Inlaid frame in Bianco Carrara

and Grigio Carnico Marble.
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Canova  ratio

Canova  ratio
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R E G E M
Inlaid frame in Bianco Carrara

and Rouge du Roi Marble.
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Canova  regem

Canova  regem
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Canova  regem
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Canova  suavitas Inlaid frame in Bianco Carrara

and Rosa Alba Marble.
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P A R V A
Inlaid frame in Sahara Noir, Giallo Siena

and Bianco Carrara Marble.
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Canova  parva

Canova  parva
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Baroque
“Ingenuus”: a new interpretation of the Bernini women’s model, 
made of Nero Portoro and Bianco Carrara marble. The contrasting 
inlaid geometries on the front and temples are inspired by the 
opulent floors of the Baroque era. 

Bernini  frame
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I N G E N U U S
Inlaid frame in Bianco Carrara 

and Nero Portoro Marble.

124 125INTARSIO capsule collection



Bernini  ingenuus

Bernini  ingenuus
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Renaissance
Harmonic proportions, intricate orthogonal joints and 
the use of elementary geometric forms characterise the 
Renaissance, an architectural era that flourished from the 
beginning of the fifteenth century in Europe, particularly 
in Italy.

Donatello  frame
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E S S E N T I A
Inlaid frame in Bianco Carrara

and Grigio Carnico Marble. 
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Donatello  essentia

Donatello  essentia
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Donatello  essentia
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C O N C O R D I A
Inlaid frame in Verde Alpi, Rosso Levanto 

and Bianco Carrara Marble.
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Donatello  concordia

Donatello  concordia
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Donatello  concordia
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BUDRI MILAN 
SHOWROOM

Foro Buonaparte 60
20121 milano

Shop in 
Milan
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Crafting the
Unexpected
THE MAKING OF BUDRI EYEWEAR
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The extrusion of the marble block is part 
of the initial phase of a long process

 that requires years of experience and innovation 
in working stone.
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CRAFTMANSHIP AND TECHNOLOGY

Due to the complexity arising from the material itself, crafting eyewear in marble demands 
constant research and experimentation, not necessary with other materials. The types of 
marble selected by Budri are obtained from quarries situated in different parts of the 
world. Therefore, processing a new material means dealing with its specific unknown, 
unpredictable characteristics.  To handle these challenges, the Budri eyewear lab employs 
skilled chemists, engineers and geologists, who study each stone's porosity, strength, 
absorbency and reactions. 
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Each frame is produced from a large slab of marble or a solid block, 
depending on the stone's conformation. 

Carefully selected and analysed with the aid of a sophisticated scanning system, 
the stone is then eroded to obtain a convex parallelepiped, 

from which the initial shape is extruded in a specific sequences of processes. 

A special fibre, patented and engineered by Budri, 
gives the front and temples greater strength and lighter weight.

 
On average, it takes many hours of processing to obtain a finished, 

polished, ready-to-wear frame with all the magical, 
sensory beauty of a living fragment of a nearby or distant mountain: 

a gem that will choose who is “worth” wearing it.
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SAFE & CERTIFIEDSAFE & CERTIFIED

The CE marking on the frame complies with all safety requirements established by 
Regulation (EU) 2016/245 as amended with regard to personal protective equipment. 

The reference regulation is EN ISO 12312:AMDT:2015
Budri Eyewear is a certified product and constantly tested, in accordance with the law.
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PAROLA AL MARMO

the company
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ITALIAN MARBLE INLAY ATELIER

Availing of over 60 years experience in business, Budri sets the benchmark 
for the design, bespoke execution and installation of major projects of 
great complexity in all five continents.

The brand operates in niche markets with high added value, characterised 
by superior product quality, projects and an outstanding level of service 
dedicated to clients.
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BEAUTY IS THE DRIVER
OF ALL OUR WORKS

Our passion stems from reverence for the rare, 
precious material that we are privileged to work, 
from awareness of the intrinsic value that our 
creations must have, the value of uniqueness.

We are inextricably linked to a world that turns 
on values and emotions. 
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BUDRI HERITAGE

Designed and produced exclusively in Italy, Budri creations have a high 
value, destined unequivocally to produce a return on the initial investment. 
With its every creation, Budri aims to stir the emotions, combining the 
natural value of the material with an expert eye for the detail.
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Dolce & Gabbana Boutique - Miami

174 175



Dolce e GabbanaBoutique-Rome

FASHION LUXURY BOUTIQUES

We express our creativity in the fashion division, 
creating marble details that become an integral part 
of both jewellery and luxury accessories. 

Moreover we collaborate with prestigious fashion 
brands for the creation of complex, bespoke fashion 
boutiques, worldwide.

Dolce & Gabbana Boutique

Via Condotti, Rome
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CONTEMPORARY INTERIORS

We interpret contemporary culture and the evolution of home decoration 
by creating furnishings and surfaces that beautify interiors, icons for 
lovers of fine design and uniqueness.

Marmor Natum Collection 
design Gwenael Nicolas
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Agua Collection 
design Patricia Urquiola

DESIGN

We bring our core values of quality, know-how and style into 
home interior design, in a mix of design, innovation and creativity. 
A vision of a new world in marble workmanship.
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Budri AWARDS
and  ACCOLADES

2010  Best Communicator Award 
           with Marblelace Collection

2011  Best Communicator Award 
          with Nat|f|use Collection

2012  Elle Decor International Design

          Award 
          Best Wall Cladding

2012  Budri produces the Award 
          for “Grazia Best Bag”, 
          presented to Karl Lagerfeld

2015  Best Communicator 
           with Papiro Collection

2017  Horizon 2020 Slim Innovation 
           Budri Eyewear

2017  ADI Design index 2017 
          Budri  Eyewear

CO-AWARDS

Wallpaper Design Award 2018
Dolce & Gabbana 
Londra - Progetto Curiosity Japan 
Budri bespoke marble supply

COLLABORATIONS

Bulgari

Cartier 

Céline

Dolce & Gabbana

Fendi Casa 

Fratelli Rossetti 

Gessi 

Gianvito Rossi

Givenchy

Hermès

Lalique

Louis Vuitton

Moncler

MSGM

Piaget

Prada

Santoni

Sergio Rossi 

Tiffany & Co.

Yves Saint-Laurent
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BUDRI S.R.L.BUDRI S.R.L.

Factory and HeadquartersFactory and Headquarters

Italian Marble Inlay

Via di Mezzo 65
41037 Mirandola (Mo)
Italy

T +39 0535 21967
info@budri.com

Budri MilanBudri Milan

Contract, Design & Eyewear

Legal Address: Via Quintino Sella 2
Show-Room Entrance: 
Foro Buonaparte 60, 
20121 Milano

T +39 02 8725 25 58
budrimilano@budri.com

	 @BudriItalianMarbleInlay

	 @budri_official

budri.com

budrieyewear.com

Budri Switzerland SABudri Switzerland SA

Legal office:
Via Sass Curona 1
6900 Lugano Breganzona - Switzerland

T +41 91 9733049 
info@budri.ch

Budri London ltdBudri London ltd

5th floor, north side

7-10 Chandos Street - London

W1G 9DQ

T +44 (0)207 631 2061
info@budri.uk

185
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Product DESIGNProduct DESIGN
Valerio Cometti + V12 Design

v12design.com

contact@v12design.com
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written consent of Budri S.r.l.

The published products are natural and therefore stones are originally different one from the other, as the material varies 
from block to block and from quarry to quarry in terms of shade, colour, intrusions and veins that make them unique.

Text and pictures are not binding and can be modified without any previous notice. 

All rights reserved.
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